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MEMORANDUM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



INFORMATION 
December 15, 1969 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER 
FROM: John Holdridge 

SUBJECT: Paris Negotiations 


Attached are additional quotations from Hanoi output stating the Nixon 
Administration was misleading the American people by claiming there 
was great progress in Paris. 
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' MIXON ATTEMPTS TO DECEIVE AMERICAN PUBLIC " -• . ■ - -• 

liberation Radio ( Cl andes t ins) in Vietnamese t o^o^^mn^AlO.^^i.'LO^ JJ- s 
‘ 

* • f • 

[Commentary; "Nixon's New Swindle”] -■ • - - 

. . # 

p,5. papers have compared Nixon to Johnson# Bitterly cri;icizing the Nixon administra- 
;tionr s false promises, the U.S. .journal (?T HE NEW ST ATESMEN) on 1 6 May 1969 pointed 
out: "The beginning., of an end to the Vietnam war has been promised so regularly and 
proclaimed so repeatedly that it has aroused persistent doubt about the U.S. 
leaders* good will. President Nixon andlhis aides have deliberately spread .rumors 
of progress at the Paris conference, and or victory in Vietnam while the truth shows 
the contrary. Mr Nixon's aim *is to disarm any possible outbreak of dissent in the 

United States." 

X x X 

* ♦ •'*•**• 

The Americans once ballyhooed that the Paris conference had made headway and that 
private talks had been _held, But when the DRV delegation officially proposed that 
.they enter into private talks with the Republic of South Vietnam Provisional , 
Revolutionary Government delegation, the American side's delegates unfavorably and 
vigorously reacted, like leeches being daubed with line. At the 39th session of 
the Paris conference on Vietnam on 23 October, the American side's delegates 
insolently refused to make statements, proposing that the session be adjourned until ■ 
next time , . ■ 


Hanoi in English to American Servicemen in South Vietnam 2300 GMT._2.9_Jul 69 B • . *; 
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[Commentary on Nixon's first 6 months: "Still on the Wrong Track"] 

1 * 

* 

• . . 

[Text] Tne feeling- that Johnson's war in Vietnam is becoming Nixon's war is growing month 
after month. It was (?first thought]^ that the new President needed time to formulate new 
policies. When that explanation became stale, rumors v/ere spread about promising signs 
In secret talks. 

XXX 

Meanwhile, U.S. spokesman in Paris claimed that the official talks were showing hopeful I 

signs_, despite the fact that there was nothing in the publicly available records of the ■ 
talks to substantiate the claim. 


VIETNAM COURIER ANALYZES NIXON'S WAR PO LICY 

Hanoi in English to Southeast Asia 1000 GMT 10 Jul 69 B 
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[Text] We now bring you an article from the VIETNAM COURIER e ntitled "Mr Nixon's 
Useless Search for Similarity. " . 

V X.* ... . „ 

2 -In his 14 May speech, Mr Nixon defined, as follows, his pulitical [word indistinct] as 
^regards Vietnam: • Our fighting men are not going to be worn down, our negotiators are 
goin S t0 be talked down, our allies are not going to te let down. This formula is 
-perhaps the most faithful reflection of the three-point essence of Mr Nixon's obduracy 
in -the battlefield, at the Paris conference, and in Saigor. It is difficult to re- 
concile this doubledealing with an alleged existence of similarity between African 
and Vietnamese positions, as Mr Cabot lodge claimed. He w, then, can he Justify the 

views expressed by Mr Nixon for some [word indistinct] at the Paris conference in a 

few^months to come? Washington has been t rying de sperately to create an atmosphere of 

artificial optimism . It has no| other aim than reversing a completely hostile public” 
r dp inion. 
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Paris VNA In vft nMBse to VNA Hanoi 1300 OCT 25 Jun 69 B (F OR OFFICIAL USE ON LY) 
f Co mrade Le Du* Tha receives and’ talks to Hurra y Harder^VNA heading] .. 

[Text] On 22 June , Comrade Le Due Tho received and talked to Murray Harder, an editor 
of the Washington POST. 

XX < 

"♦ . • .. .. * ■ * • * 

Mr Nixon has many crafty tricks. Let me tell you a feu of them: 

K < * 

• in the recent past, he spread many rumors about private contacts. «!’ vine the i^teners 

' i; t ; 9 sr: * s« 

Mid 'that the problem would be settled within the next 2 or 3 months, giving people 
ae/alse-hope. .. - •• ‘ 

aVT matter of fact, nothing has been resol ved. Our stand and that of the United . 
States are very far apart, . . .. ” 


U.S. HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR PEACE TALK FAILURE 
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[Memorandum of Comrade Nguyen Thanh Le»s press conference nn 


2<S June] - . 


* * 


Answer: In his answers during the press conference of 19 June, as many people 
have noticed, Mr Nixon aimed at avoiding the pressure of public opinion by pre- 
senting hypocritical arguments. And in these very hypocritical statements, he 
made mention of hope and possibility , and then "should" and "could" and then. 

"would" ... - He again set forth three conditions that we have laid bare, and 
rejected. It is clear that Mr Nixon still clings to his aggressive and neocolonial- 
1st stand. He refuses to seriously respond to the NFLSV overall 10-point solu- 
tion and to the demand of the American people and many American statesmen for 
the total and immediate withdrawal of U.S, troops from South Vietnam, Mr Nixon 
made deceitful and hypocritical statements to avoid the pressure of public 
opinion and to buy time, but time is not on his side. The American public and 
world opinion do not support him. 



Hanoi VNA International Service in English 0605 QM,T_22,Ju:i_63_jL 
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[Text] Hanoi VNA June 22--There is no novelty in the US policy on Vietnam as 
shown in Nixon's statements at his news conference on June 1 9 , noted the . 

Commentator of HIM DAN today. • - o 

The paper said: Replying to the first question put by pressmen, Nixcn voia e d _his 
hope for some at the Paris conference within the next two or three weeks, ; 

without, however, mentioning any positive action from the part of the United States 
likely to bring about progress. • - i 


While obdurately carrying on its war and its colonialist policy, the US Government 
! u eeps bracing about its goodwill and pret e nding that there is somet hing new i n^its 
policy. The reason is that it is incurring ever heavier defeats on the battlefield 
and is confronting an ar.ti-war movement surging ever higher in the United States 
and the rest of the world. Millions of Americans have urgfd Nixon to promptly end 
the war and bring the GI r s home as early as possible. At the US Congress, debates, 
on the war have become ever more heated and the number of congressmen insisting on 
an end to the war has increased. The broad and strong support by public opinion 
for the South Vietnamese people's correct stand expounded in the 10-point overall 
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